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Who are the Stewards of Illinois Forests?  Although national and even global issues concerning forest resource 
use and misuse often capture the media’s attention, it is the arena of state forest resource management in which 
the public has the greatest likelihood of interaction with a forestry professional.  Staff of the Division of Forest Re-
sources, Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), are prepared to assist the public reap and reconcile the 
economic, ecological, and emotional benefits that Illinois forestland can offer.  The Division’s mission is to pro-
tect, perpetuate, restore, conserve, and manage the forest and related resources of Illinois, public and private, rural 
and urban; and to ensure for future generations the greatest economic, scientific, and social benefits that can only 
be provided through a forest ecological system. 
 
Why Does Illinois Need State Forestry Professionals?  Trained forestry professionals and technical staff are re-
sponsible for providing information and assistance to private forest landowners, to cities and communities manag-
ing urban forests, and for continued tree nursery operations.  Lack of access to state forestry professionals ulti-
mately affects Illinois residents who own forested property in the state, those who enjoy and visit Illinois forests 
and natural areas, and industries that rely on a steady flow of wood as a raw material.  The critical issue at hand is 
that the state of Illinois lacks enough qualified personnel to meet the forest management needs of its citizens. 
 
• Increasing Support Systems: Over the next 25 years the American public’s insatiable demand for wood is pre-

dicted to rise another 25%.  Due to the reduction of logging on federal forestlands, harvesting timber on pri-
vately owned forestlands has become increasingly more attractive economically, although problematic ecologi-
cally.  The goal of the IDNR District Forester is to put each Illinois landowner on the path to managing their 
forestland with a sound plan. 

• Enhancing Urban Forest Management:  Managing the trees of Illinois cities and communities requires as 
much technical expertise as managing rural forestlands.  The state’s urban and community forestry program is  
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designed to provide assistance to municipalities and civic groups that seek 
to initiate tree inventories, planting, and maintenance programs. 

• Maintaining Nursery Operations:  Reforestation projects and streamside 
vegetation restoration efforts require the production and distribution of 
high quality, native plant material.  State nurseries operate to provide 
landowners with appropriate plant materials, often at no-cost, to meet a 
wide variety of land management objectives. 

 
Present Status:  In Illinois, over 90% of the 4.26 million acres of commercial 
forestland is in private ownership.  Of these landowners, approximately 83% 
are farmers or private, non-farming individuals.  An estimated 80% of these 
have never received professional forestry management assistance.   Motivated 
landowners currently face delays up to two years before requests for technical 
forestry assistance can be met.  At present levels of staffing, state forestry pro-
fessionals will only be able to chip away at this backlog for the foreseeable 
future.  It is important to note that this backlog persists despite the availability 
of private consultant foresters for hire; many Illinois landowners are unwill-
ing or unable to incur the additional cost.  Logging private land without a 
professionally prepared management plan can result in lowered economic 
return and degraded wildlife habitat. 
 
In fiscal year 2004, the Illinois State Appropriation to the IDNR was 549.8 
million, a 22% reduction from FY 2003 and a 28% reduction from FY 2002.  
Recent (2005) layoffs of IDNR employees have only worsened the situation. 
 
Future Outlook: As awareness of forest stewardship and incentive programs 
grow, the demand for a professional state support system will be greater than 
ever.  Eligibility requirements for landowner assistance programs often spec-
ify approved forest management plans.  The need for more educational pro-
grams that explain the mechanics of oak regeneration, prescribed burning, 
habitat fragmentation amelioration, water quality improvement, and incen-
tive program enrollment cannot be met without the personnel to teach them. 
 
Call for Action:  The Illinois Forestry Development Council continues to 
highlight the essential role of state professional foresters in Illinois and to 
raise awareness of forestry in urban and rural communities across the state.  
Without a return to adequate levels of staffing, forest resource conservation in 
our state will suffer serious setbacks.  Increasing the number of forestry pro-
fessionals and technical personnel must be the first step in reestablishing a 
win-win relationship that ensures the vitality and productivity of Illinois for-
ests. 
 
Additional Reading 
Illinois Forestry Development Council.  (1999).  Realizing the Forests’ Full Potential: 
Assessment and Long-Range Action Plan for Forest Resources in Illinois.  Urbana, IL: The 
Council and University of Illinois. 
 
Leatherberry, E.C.  (2003).  Illinois’ Forest Resources in 2001, Res. Note NC-385.  St. 
Paul, MN: USDA Forest Service, North Central Research Station. 

“State forestry 
personnel head 
count has been 

decreasing at the 
same time that 

forest management 
demand has been 

increasing.” 
 

-Illinois citizen 
comment 

This is a publication of the  

Illinois Forestry Development Council.  
Additional copies can be obtained at 

http://ifdc.nres.uiuc.edu 

For more information, e-mail 

g-rolfe@uiuc.edu 

“Too often I see land 
owners sell timber 

without a State 
Forester plan or timber 
contract.  I feel if there 

were more foresters 
the land owner could 

have timely service, 
they could receive 

more money for their 
timber.” 

 
-Illinois citizen 

comment 


	Illinois Forestry Development Council                          
	Critical Issues Facing Illinois Forests and Forestry


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


